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The authorities at Volksrust had no accommodation for the passive
resisters at the police station; they were, therefore, asked to find
shelter at the houses of their friends. They were summoned on the
18th and charged under the new act as prohibited immigrants. On
September 22 the whole party was deported to the Natal border.
The deportation was carried out by pushing the deportees beyond
the line midway in a shallow stream. The satyagrahis recrossed;
they were arrested and taken straightway to the charge office. Ten
of them were sentenced to three months' imprisonment and six,
including four women, to one month's imprisonment with hard
labour. Kasturbai was one of them.
When Kasturbai was told about the new marriage law she was
incensed and had said to Gandhi: "Then I am not your wife, accord-
ing to the laws of the country." Gandhi replied that that was so and
added that their children were not their heirs. "Then," Kasturbai
said, "let us go to India." He told her that that would be cowardly
and would not solve the difficulty. "Could I nota then, join the
struggle and be imprisoned myself?" Gandhi told her she could,
but it was not a small matter. Kasturbai's health was not good, she
had not known that sort of hardship and it would be disgraceful if
after her joining the struggle, she weakened. But Kasturbai was not
to be awed. The other women at Phoenix also joined her.
Gandhi kept the names of the satyagrahis secret till they were
safely in jail; there was the risk of the Government leaving them
alone. Besides, at the last moment, if they flinched, their prominence
might seriously damage the cause they sought to advance.
Gandhi left Durban for the Transvaal on September 25, by the
Kafir Mail. He was seen off by a large number of friends. His four
companions were arrested at Volksrust but the officer would not arrest
Gandhi. On September 27 Gandhi arrived at Johannesburg and the
next day he addressed a large meeting. On September 29 well-known
passive resisters including Manilal, Gandhi's son, went out early
morning hawking, with heavily laden baskets on their heads. On the
first day there was no arrest but the next day they were arrested
and sentenced to seven days* hard labour or £i fine. All courted jail.
Not only could the women now be not prevented from joining the
struggle but Gandhi decided even to invite them along with the men.
He had first invited the women from Tolstoy Farm and they were
only too glad to enter the struggle. One of them was pregnant, while

